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15 November 2022 | 13:00 – 15:00 
European Parliament (Room ASP 1 E2) 

The meeting will be held in English 
 

13:00 – 13:10 
 

Opening by MEP Jan-Christoph Oetjen, Vice-chair of the TRAN Committee 

13:20 – 14:10 Regional air connectivity a driver for social and economic cohesion 
 

• Jagoda Egeland, Advisor to the Secretary General of the International Transport 
Forum, OECD (tbc) 

• Business leader representing SME Connect 

• Representative from CPMR Member Region 

• Eftychios Eftychiou, State Liaison Officer, Eurocontrol 
 

Reaction by MEPs 
 

Q&A with the audience 
 

Moderated by: CPMR 

14:10 – 14:50 Sustainable connectivity and deployment of new transport technologies 

 
• Barbara Majovská, Aviation Attaché, Permanent Representation of the Czech 

Republic to the EU (tbc) 

• Filip Cornelis, Director for Aviation, European Commission (tbc) 

• Jo Dardenne, Director for Aviation, Transport & Environnent (T&E) (tbc) 

• Erika Adriane Spoljaric, Market Intelligence for Strategy, Business, Airports & 
Sustainability, Embraer 

 

Reaction by MEPs 
 

Q&A with the audience 
 

Moderated by: Montserrat Barriga, General Director, European Regions Airlines 
association (ERA) 

14:50 – 15:00 
 

Conclusions by Chair MEP Jan-Christoph Oetjen, Vice-chair of the TRAN Committee 

 

Is air connectivity at risk in Europe? 

How to combine the decarbonisation of the aviation sector 

with regional socio-economic development 

 

Hosted by 

MEP Jan-Christoph Oetjen 
 

https://form.jotform.com/222651346227453
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Air connectivity is a driver for economic growth and social cohesion for many European regions, their 
businesses, and their communities. Air transport is vital especially for islands, outermost and peripheral 
regions as it might be the only viable and efficient mode of transport.  
Hence, the key role of Public Service Obligations (PSOs) routes ensuring connectivity whilst fostering social 
cohesion and access to the internal market.  
 
Nonetheless, the decarbonisation of the aviation sector is a necessity. The Fit for 55 package (e.g. ReFuelEU 
Aviation and the Aviation Emission Trading system) will set the trajectory for the sector’s decarbonisation.  
 
It is, however, of outmost importance that air transport decarbonisation goes hand in hand with the 
promotion of a sustainable connectivity for all regions, which should be reflected into the Fit for 55 package. 
 
In this respect, short-haul flights have an untapped potential to be harnessed as they can provide effective 
solutions for a sustainable connectivity. These segments will be the first ones to which zero-carbon 
technologies can be applied, therefore offering citizens a sustainable transport mode and connectivity.  
 
Moreover, changes in the business model of regional airlines, such as point-to-point routes operated by 
smaller and more frequent aircrafts can reduce CO2 emissions while ensuring connectivity between regions. 
 
In light of the interinstitutional negotiations on ReFuelEU Aviation and the Aviation Trading System and of the 
revision by the European Commission of the Air Service Regulation and the Air Slots Regulation , the event 
aims to touch upon: 

• The key role that air transport plays in the connectivity and social and economic cohesion of European 

regions; 

• Current solutions to ensure a sustainable connectivity for European regions and the potential of new 

transport technologies 

• The trilogues on aviation-related proposals of the Fit for 55 package. 
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